English 3H with Mr. Andersen 
Class Syllabus

Nandersen@everettsd.org
425.385-7072

Required Supplies:
· Pens and/or pencils

· Highlighters

· Post-it flags for marking up text 

Optional:  copies of class novels listed below

FAQs:

Q.  What will I learn in this class?

A.  In this class we will be examining our identity as Americans.  Students will analyze their own and other’s perspectives as they speak, listen, read, and write about our five units of study this year The American Dream, American Forums, The Pursuit of Happiness, and An American Journey.  In doing so, students discover more about themselves and the world around them by sharing ideas, helping to deepen their understanding of their role as Americans.  

Q.  Why do I have to learn all that stuff?

A.  This course is designed to meet the current state standards:  Common Core State Standards. “The State of Washington confirmed its commitment to student success with the adoption of Common Core State Standards (CCSS) July 20, 2011, which describe the knowledge and skills in the language arts that young people will need upon graduation from high school, whatever their choice of college or career.”  http://www.k12.wa.us/Corestandards/pubdocs/CCSSI_ELAStandards.pdf
Q.  How does evaluation and grading work in this class? 
A.  I want your grades to be a useful communication tool, so that your scores will be meaningful.  After all, what does a B mean anyway?  Or 83%?  Or 90 points?  Instead, you will receive either a 1, 2, 3, or 4.  This is what they mean:

4 = EXEMPLARY
· This work exceeds standard. It goes beyond simply meeting the standard; it demonstrates mastery. It is model work, an example others could follow. 
3 = PROFICIENT
· This work meets standard or demonstrates proficiency in this skill. It shows the student is capable in this area, but could also use polishing in order to exceed standard.
2 = EMERGING
· This work is below standard. It demonstrates that the student has basic skills in place, or that the student has the basic idea, but needs some work refining their skills by revisiting instruction and practicing in order to meet standard.
1 = INCOMPLETE
· This work demonstrates an incomplete understanding or skill set and a need to return to the basic building blocks with additional instruction and practice in order to meet standard.
Additionally, the standards are grouped into three categories, which all your assignments will fall into:  Ideas, Structure, and Use of Language.  So, when you look at the gradebook, you should be able to see how you are doing, not just on individual assignments, but also in these three categories as a whole.  We will also be using the summative and formative categories you may find familiar- the summative projects are weighted at 70%, while the formative daily work are weighted at 30%.  Of course, you still need a GPA and you will also be able to see the traditional scores in the gradebook; here is the scale translation:

Exemplary: 4
Proficient: 3

Emerging: 2

Incomplete: 1

4-3.5 = A

3.32-3.16 = B+
               2.81-2.66 = C+
               2.31-2.16 = D+
3.49-3.33 = A-
               3.15-3.0 = B

2.65-2.5 = C

2.15-2.0 = D



2.99-2.82= B-
              2.49-2.32 = C-
               <2.0=F
Q.  Do I have to read in this class?

A.  Yes, you have the opportunity to read in this class!  We will be doing independent reading alongside our work in class and our goal will be to read five novels from which you will be responsible for discussing in small groups on a weekly basis.  Although it is not necessary to purchase your own copy of the following books, you may find it helpful:  Boys in the Boat by Daniel James Brown, The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Crucible by Arthur Miller, Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neil Hurston, and Into the Wild by John Krakauer along with other independent choices.  
Q.  Can I turn in work late?  
A. It is expected that you turn in work on time. I scaffold and design learning in a scope and sequence that best benefits your learning. In other words, turning in assignments on time and in order is very important to your learning. The benefit of turning in work on time is threefold: You will be ready for the next learning goal, you will receive timely feedback, and you will have ample time to revise before the end of the unit.  I can not guarantee I will have the time to provide quality feedback for work that is submitted late. Formative work turned in after the final summative for the unit will not be graded. 
Q. Can I revise my work? 
A. Students who have turned in work and received feedback from me may revise their work for future submissions. Students will be asked to explain how they addressed feedback and how their work has improved. I will only accept revised work for one week beyond the end of the current unit.  
Q.  What about phones in class? 
A. My classroom is a cell-phone free zone for two reasons: First, each student has a district issued device with internet connection and all the software needed for this course. Secondly, in past years, cell phones have had a drastic adverse impact on student achievement. 

Upon entering the room, students will place their phones in a protective grid on the wall as they enter the room. Each student will have their own numbered sleeve that will store and protect their phone. Students will get their phones back at the bell. 

Q. What beliefs have you formed about us, learning and teaching in all these years? 
A. Glad you asked. ( These beliefs are important because they are what guide all elements of my practice: My beliefs inform my lesson planning, evaluation strategy, classroom policies, grading, and even the way I go about building a relationship with you. 
· Every student who is willing to try their best in my class can thrive and achieve their potential and personal goals. 

· Success and good grades are not limited. This is not a competition for finite achievement or a few “A” grades. Everyone can succeed.

· Stress and learning are incompatible; therefore, it is my job to work with students to help create an atmosphere that is safe, relaxed, and as stress-free as possible.  

· Learning and laughing are highly compatible. It is possible to both work hard and have fun.

· EGR (extra grace required). Everyone including me will make mistakes and everyone has a bad day now and then; so, let’s try and be understanding with each other. 

· I believe in the culture of care. Caring about things and having a great attitude is cool and highly conducive to learning. Apathy is not. 

· Failure is a welcomed and necessary part of self-growth and learning. 
· It’s okay to not understand things right away. If you already know it all then we are wasting our time here. 
· Intellectual and creative risk-taking is vital for learning. 

· Learning occurs in a community. Usually through cooperation, listening, and even through respectful dissent. 
Q. So learning and stress aren’t compatible huh? Well, a lot of us are already STRESSED and anxious! What are you going to do about that? 

A. Mindfulness: Over the past several years I have witnessed a drastic rise in student anxiety and stress. From my perspective, this has had a rather drastic negative impact on learning as well as on a student’s ability to actually “enjoy” being at school. Students are taking increasing numbers of AP classes and standardized tests along with tackling increasingly more demanding extracurricular schedules. I use mindfulness techniques including meditation and other tools throughout the year as a way to give students an opportunity to calm down, de-stress, and become more prepared to learn. It has been my experience that mindfulness practices in the classroom have lead to more confident, relaxed, and successful students not just in my class, but throughout the day.

Parents/Guardians

I believe your involvement is important.  Many parents/guardians have asked me how they can help their student succeed in my class. Here are a few things that will help: 

1.
Each day, ask your children what they learned in class. Have your children explain how this learning influences their lives. 

2.
Check your student’s upcoming assignments and grades on LMS. 

3.
Study with them.  They need your input!

4.
Set goals with them and establish rewards and penalties. 

5.
Encourage them to come in before and/or after school for help. 

6.
Email me proactively so we support your child as a unified team. 

Students/Parents/Guardians-----Please read, sign, and return this sheet

I frequently update grades online via LMS.  I consider the online grades to be my communication link about students’ grades with their parents/guardians.  Your signature indicates that you are aware of this and that you are aware of how to check your student’s grades for this class online (if not, please let me know!).

You are always welcome to check on your student’s progress in this class and call or e-mail me with questions or concerns (my contact information noted above). 

Along with a student signature, I also need a parent or guardian to sign below acknowledging that you have both read the syllabus, understand it, and are willing to comply with the course policies and expectations.  As always, you are welcome to email me with questions.

I understand the syllabus and am willing to comply with the course expectations.


_________________________ 

 _______________________________________________


Student Name (print)

Student Signature





_________________________

_______________________________________________


Parent Name (print)


Parent or Guardian Signature

Anything else I should know (use back if necessary)? 

Thanks so much!  I am looking forward to a great school year.


Mr. Andersen 

425-385-7072

Nandersen@everettsd.org 

