AP U.S. Government & Politics

Political Behaviors Unit Study Guide-Chapters 10-15

Vocabulary

Amicus curie p. 437

Disturbance Theory p. 424

George Gallup pp. 282-284

Grassroots p. 437

Mandate p. 335

New York Times v. United States p. 410
Pluralist Theory p. 424

Ticket-splitting p. 348

Chapter Questions

Chapter 10 Page 280

1. What are four different types of political polls and how do they differ from one another?
Pages 282-293

2.What factors determine how accurate political polls are? Pages 285-293

3.What is political socialization and what are the leading influences of political socialization?
Pages 293-298

4. When does political socialization happen and what provides the greatest influence at that
time? Pages 294-295

Chapter 11 Page 304

5. What were some of the problems with the political “machines” of the Golden Age of
1860 to 1932? Pages 307-308

6.What were James Madison’s fears about political parties in Federalist Paper #10? Page 308

7. How does one become a delegate to a national convention? Page 312

8.What is the structure of national political parties and where does their power come from?
Pages 310-312

9.What are minor parties in the United States and what keeps them from assuming more
power as the major parties become less popular over time? Pages 323-324

Chapter 12 Page 332

10. How does the primary system work and what criticisms do people have about it? Pages
334-339

11. How are voters limited in different types of primaries for candidates? Page 335

12. What is the structure of national political parties and where does their power come from?
Pages 310-312

13. What kind of party affiliation is most likely to cause voters to vote? Page 320

14. What are minor parties in the United States and what keeps them from assuming more
power as the major parties become less popular over time? Pages 323-324
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Chapter 12 Page 332

15. How does the primary system work and what criticisms do people have about it? Pages 334-339

16. How are voters limited in different types of primaries for candidates? Page 335

17. What is the Electoral College and what determines how many electoral votes a state gets? Pages
340-343

18. What is an “incumbant” and what advantages does an incument have in elections? Pages 344-345

19. Under what conditions are incumbents most likely to lose? Page 345-346

20. What demographic groups are more likely to vote Democratic or Republican? Pages 347-350

21. What is the difference between prospective voting and retrospective voting? Page 350

22. What are six factors that affect voter turnout in the United States? Pages 350-354.

23. What factors are considered problems with voter turnout and what recommendations have been
suggested to improve voter turnout? Pages 354-360

Chapter 13 Page 364

24. How can the race for a party nomination cause problems for a winning candidate in the general
election? Page 367

25. What are the primary jobs and responsibilities for a political campaign? Pages 369-372.

26. With limited funds in a campaign, what paid staff member would be considered most important?
Pages 370-372

27.When are volunteers for political campaigns most likely to be actives? Page 372

28. How has Congress tried to regulate campaign financing and why have they been unsuccessful?
Pages 373-374

29. What are the recent trends with regards to spending on political campaigns? Pages 373-378

30. What are the sources of funding for political campaigns? Pages 374-375

31. What happens at Party Conventions and why are they important? Pages 385-386

32. What is a General Election Campaign and what do candidates typically do after their party
conventions? Pages 386-390

33. What does the media concentrate on during presidential campaigns? Lecture Notes

Chapter 14 Page 396

34. What is the difference between traditional media and newer forms of media and what are
examples of each? Pages 396-403

35. What is “narrowcasting” and what are the problems associated with it? Pages 405-406

36. What opinion do most Americans have about the news media? Page 418

Chapter 15 Page 422

37. What does the media concentrate on during presidential campaigns? Lecture Notes

38. What do political scientists say is the cause of interest groups and why does it happen?
Pages 424-425

39. What are four different types of interest groups and how does each wish to influence
Congress? Pages 429-433

40. In what ways do interest groups allow citizens to participate in government? Pages 433-
438

41. What is lobbying and in what different ways does lobbying occur? Pages 434-437

42. What do interest groups do? Pages 433-439



