
Foster Care Eligibility Flow Chart 

When a child exits foster care, the LEA should continue to prioritize the child’s 

educational stability, consider each child’s best interest on a case-by-case basis, 

and when possible make every effort to continue to ensure transportation is 

provided through the end of the school year, if needed, when remaining in the 

school of origin would be in the child’s best interest. 
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Is the student placed away from the 

parent/legal guardian? 

Student is placed with parent/guardian on a trial-return-

home AND child welfare has placement/care authority. Is 

the family’s housing fixed, regular and adequate? 

Student is dual-qualified for both programs: McKinney-Vento and Foster 

Care. Student is eligible for all MV provisions (for remainder of school 

year) and these foster care provisions:  

• ESSA – MV Provisions (school of origin, transportation,

immediate enrollment)

• RCW 28A.150.510 Sharing records with DCYF

• RCW 28A.225.023 Review/monitor attendance

• RCW 28A.320.192 On-time grade level progression

McKinney-Vento Liaison should 

assess eligibility. Does the student 

qualify as homeless? 
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These statutes apply: 

• RCW 28A.150.510 Sharing records with

DCYF 

• RCW 28A.225.023 Review/monitor

attendance 

• RCW 28A.320.192 On-time grade level

progression 

These statutes apply: 

• ESSA – (school of origin rights,

transportation, immediate enrollment)

• RCW 28A.150.510 Sharing records with

DCYF 

• RCW 28A.225.023 Review/monitor

attendance 

• RCW 28A.225.330(6) Immediate

enrollment 

• RCW 28A.225.350 Best Interest

Determinations 

• RCW 28A.320.192 On-time grade level

progression 

• RCW 74.13.550 Educational continuity

• RCW 74.13.631 (2e) DCYF must pay any

unpaid fees or fines due by the youth to

the district

• RCW 74.13.560 The protocols for

making best interest determinations

must be implemented before changing

the school placement of a student in

out-of-home care
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• Foster home
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https://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.150.510
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.225.023
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.320.192
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.150.510
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.225.023
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.320.192
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.150.510
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28A.225.023
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=28a.225.330
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.225.350
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=28A.320.192
https://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=74.13.550
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=74.13.631
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=74.13.560



