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dear Woodside Families,

By the time you receive this newsletter, you will have attended your child’s fall conference.  these early confer-
ences are a great time for the teachers and the parents to communicate about the good work that has already 
happened and the things that still need to be accomplished.  i am always thankful for the incredible support 
the parents at Woodside provide for their students.  everett Public schools’ grading periods are by semester, 
the semester ends January 24th.  report cards will go home with students sometime during the week of Janu-
ary 27th.  i want to thank parents for taking the time to complete the educational effectiveness survey during 
your visit to Woodside for parent-teacher conferences.  your input let’s us know how we are doing and what 
we need to focus on for improvement in the areas of teaching and learning, safety, communication and family 
engagement at our school.  

Woodside had some very good news about student scores on the state msP assessment that was adminis-
tered last spring.  as in previous years, Woodside students performed well when measured against our state 
standards.  Woodside has much to be proud of, including the strong support our students receive from their 
families.   the scores in the chart below show the percent of students who scored at or above standard in each 
tested in grades 3, 4 and 5 last spring.  

Grade level reading math Writing science

3rd Grade 91.1% 85.3% ---- ---- 

4th Grade 83.7% 80.8% 61.5% ----

5th Grade 83.0% 80.0% ---- 91.0%

this fall, we are conducting “test talks” with 4th and 5th grade students.  test talks involve a classroom presen-
tation on how to read the msP report and individual goal setting conferences where each student identifies 
personal goals for improvement during the 2013-2014 school year.  the Woodside staff continues to work on 
increasing achievement levels for each student in the area of reading, writing, math and science.  our school 

improvement Plan (siP) includes actions for creating a welcoming school that offers 
access and equitable opportunities for students and families.  this year, our building 
will implement the eight step continuous improvement Process.  this process is being 
implemented district wide.  the steps include: 1) data disaggregation, 2) instructional 
timeline, 3) instructional Focus, 4) assessment, 5) tutorials, 6) enrichment, 7) mainte-
nance, and 8) monitoring.  Woodside teachers work together to align instruction with 
state and district standards, design lessons and deliver instruction using research-
based “best practices”, provide ongoing assessment to inform the teaching emphasis, 
and plan interventions for students who are not learning.  teachers work throughout 
the year in various teams to support the goals of our siP.  

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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Woodside School is receiving support from the state funded learning assistance Program.  the laP program 
is designed to provide supplemental support to eligible students who are identified in need of additional 
assistance to meet state and local reading and math academic standards.  Funds provide extended day classes 
and opportunities to include parents in the education of their children.  if you have questions about the laP 
program, please contact Karen miller, Woodside’s reading teacher, 425-385-7830; or cynthia Jones, director of 
categorical Programs, 425-385-4030.

Everett Public Schools does not discriminate on the basis of sex, race, creed, religion, color, national origin, 
age, honorably discharged veteran or military status, sexual orientation including gender expression or 
identity, the presence of any sensory, mental, or physical disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service 
animal by a person with a disability in its programs and activities and provides equal access to the Boy scouts 
and other designated youth groups. 

designated to handle inquiries about nondiscrimination policies are:
Affirmative Action Office – carol stolz, cstolz@everettsd.org, 425-385-4106
Title IX Officer – randi seaberg, rseaberg@everettsd.org, 425-385-4104 
504 Coordinator – Becky Ballbach, rballbach@everettsd.org, 425-385-4063
ADA Coordinator – Kristine mcdowell, kmcdowell@everettsd.org, 425-385-5250
address: 3900 Broadway, everett, Wa 98201

W o o d s i d e  c a l e N d a r

November
1 Conference Week – early release (2 ½ hours) – 12:15
5 election Day
8 veterans Day Program – Woodside Cafeteria, 9:00 a.m.
8 Learning Improvement Friday (early Dismissal 1:30)
8 reflections Art entries Due
11 veterans Day – No School
14 PTA meeting 7-8:30 p.m. 
15 Learning Improvement Friday (early Dismissal 1:30)
18 Skate Night – Skate Deck
19 Hearing Tests
22 Learning Improvement Friday (early Dismissal 1:30)
22 Popcorn Friday (25 cents) 
27 Thanksgiving break – early release  – 12:15
28-29 Thanksgiving break – No School

DeCember
5 Picture retakes
6 Learning Improvement Friday (early Dismissal 1:30)
12 PTA meeting 7-8:30 pm
13 Learning Improvement Friday (early Dismissal 1:30)
16 2nd Grade musical – Woodside Cafeteria, 7:00 p.m.
17 4th & 5th Grade Choir – Holiday Caroling Party, 2:45-4:15
20 Learning Improvement Friday (early Dismissal 1:30)
23-31 Holiday break-No School
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DR. COBBS, CONTINUED
When compared to schools with 
similar demographic data, Wood-
side consistently scores signifi-
cantly higher in all academic areas 
on our state assessments than 
most other schools.  these scores 
are a result of a highly qualified 
and dedicated staff, willing to do 
whatever it takes to empower ev-
ery student to reach their highest 
academic and social potential.

after two months of school, our 
students and staff are fully en-
gaged in the challenging work of 
school.  every day, i am thankful to 
see and experience the learning 
that is happening for each child.  
We’ve got more work to do, but a 
master teacher and a wise parent 
knows that is always the case. 

sincerely, 

Dr. Betty J. Cobbs 
Proud Woodside elementary 
school Principal 
bcobbs@everettsd.org

mailto:bcobbs@everettsd.org
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OTHER NEWS  For Parents

dogs on campus
Please do not bring your dog on school property when school is in 
session and students are present.  dogs are a safety concern and 
present a threat to students who are afraid of dogs and/or are allergic 
to dogs.  actually, no pets are allowed on school property unless there 
is a direct link to our curriculum and a school visit is pre-approved by 
the principal.  i know we need to walk our dogs and a walk to school 
is a perfect thing.  if this is your situation, please stay well outside the 
school gates and keep your pet leashed and close to you at all times.  
thank you for your full cooperation with this request!

students arriving to school too early
morning supervision does not begin until 8:15.  Please do not bring 
your child to school until that time, (unless they are having breakfast 
at Woodside which begins at 8:05).  We really need everyone’s help to 
keep the start of every school day safe for students!  Please contact 
the school if you have any questions regarding this reminder.

health room 
Needs
New or gently used clothing is 
needed for the health room.  We 
keep a supply on hand for stu-
dent “emergencies” during the 
day.  if you have any items that 
you would be willing to donate, 
please send them to school in a 
bag labeled “health room”.  the 
greatest need is for pants (sizes 
6-8), and underwear (especially 
for girls - sizes small, medium).

thank you in advance for your 
donations!

Katie Rivera 
Woodside Elementary Health 
Room Assistant

Giving snowman
as the holidays approach, i am excited to announce this year that we will once 
again have the “Giving snowman ” for families here at Woodside.  the snowman 
will be displayed on the office bulletin board after thanksgiving.   any family who 
wants to help with this rewarding project may simply take a snowman representing 
a deserving student.  this year, we would like to give gift cards to places like Fred 
meyer, target, etc. up to $20; this way, the parent or guardian can purchase what 
they know the child needs or wants.  if you are a family who may benefit from 
this, please call me at 425-385-7810.  if i am not in, please leave a message, and be 
assured this will be confidential.

John Lerner 
Woodside Counselor             
(425) 385-7810 
jlerner@everettsd.org

THE  Counselor’s Corner
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 Everett School District NEWS 

Free research-based tools to help 
stop bullying
the National association of school 
Psychologists has a concise, well-documented, 
and timely resource, a Framework for school-Wide 
Bullying Prevention and safety: www.nasponline.
org/resources/bullying/Bullying_Brief_12.pdf

stopbullying.gov has lots of bullying prevention 
information and strategies. there are training 
modules, PowerPoints, toolkits, videos, resources, 
state-by-state laws and policies, suggestions 
about how to talk about bullying with your kids 
and much more.

FaFsa
Free application for Federal student aid (FaFsa) 
is an office of the U.s. department of education. 
FaFsa coordinates with postsecondary schools 
and financial institutions to help students and 
families pay for college. FaFsa application season 
begins in January. Watch for FaFsa completion 
events happening around the district. Find more 
information at www.fafsa.ed.gov. 

comcast internet essentials
comcast essentials is a program that offers 
internet for about $10 per month for qualifying 
families, a low-cost laptop for about $150 and 
free internet training. if you are not currently a 
comcast customer and your student qualifies 
for free or reduced meals at school, go to www.
internetessentials.com or call 1-855-8-iNterNet (1-
855-846-8376) to learn more.

remember to vote Nov. 5, 2013.

everett school district
http://www.everettsd.org

Woodside elementary
http://everettsd.schoolwires.net/domain/33

Woodside Pta
http://everettsd.schoolwires.net/domain/1537

L I N K S

around town!

check out fun classes and workshops for the entire family at 
the mill creek Parks & recreation.  Upcoming events include 
Parents’ Night out, Family Bingo, tree lighting event, etc.  

For more information or to register for classes, contact www.
cityofmillcreek.com or 425-745-1891.
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music to our ears…
What’s happening in music 
this November?

Congratulations 4th and 5th graders on a 
wonderful concert!  all of the 4th and 5th 
graders worked very hard, and the african 
drumming concert was a huge success!  Way 
to go!  this month in music class, 4th and 5th 
graders will be focusing on performing, reading, 
and writing rhythmic and melodic patterns.

The 3rd Graders will begin reading, writing, and performing melodic 
patterns (mi-re-do) on the staff.   We have also been working on our 
rhythms and just learned a new one, half note.  ask your child what a half 
note is; how it sounds; and to sing a song from class that has a half note!

2nd Grade has started working on the music for their concert on 
december 16th, music around the World.   the students will be singing, 
dancing, and playing instruments as they learn different folk songs and 
games from countries all around the world.  ask your child what new 
songs they have learned and where they are from to encourage them!  

1st Grade is learning about the music staff.   We have just started reading 
high and low patterns on the music staff as we learn about what the line 
and spaces mean in music!  We have also started practicing reading long 
and short-short rhythms.

The Kindergarteners have been working on keeping a steady beat.  
We have been working on maintaining the beat in many different 
ways including playing instruments, moving to the music, and creating 
movements that show the beat.  

Music Notes

Tricia Hill 
Music Teacher
425-385-7800

To help reinforce 
music at home, please 
always encourage 
your child to show you 
new or favorite songs 
from music class.

The more each 
student practices 
at home, the more 
progress they will 
make!

Upcoming 
music events:

Veteran’s Day Assembly 
(1st Grade and choir singing) 
Friday, November 8th 
9:00am

2nd Grade Music from 
Around the World Concert 
monday, december 16th 
7:00Pm

Choir Caroling 
tuesday, december 17th 
2:45-4:15Pm

to keep up to date on music 
events and concerts make 
sure to regularly check the 
music website!  http://www.
everettsd.org/woe-thill

4th and 5th Grade choir:

i am proud to announce that there are over 80 students in the before 
school choir at Woodside!  i am thrilled that so many students are 
willing to wake up early and come sing!  our first performance will 
be at the Veteran’s day assembly on November 8th!  
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hello, Woodside Families!

your Pta has been busy implementing several yearlong programs.  our successful 
afterschool art & chess clubs are both running smoothly and we’re looking forward 
to the winter sessions.  We hope to add a program called “Bricks 4 Kidz”, which is a 
lego-based program.  We’ve also kicked off our art docent program, where we have 
volunteers going into classrooms teaching students about various artists and doing 
art projects.  harvest Bingo and our Fall fundraiser were a huge success!  With your 
help, we’ve earned over $11,000!  thank you to all who helped make this possible!  

Please join us for our Pta next meeting on November 14th, from 7-8:30 pm in the school library.

have a great month,

Alysia Stauffer & Courtney Holden, Pta co-Presidents

october Pta meeting minutes

•	 called to order 7:04 pm

•	 Grant requests approved:  $480-Provides the 2nd Grade with a times subscription (a weekly 
handout to each student and on-line access from oct to may); $160- shirt Fee for 20 choir 
students

•	 Ways and means report: Fall Fundraiser closed, delivery date changed to Nov.7 instead of Nov.20; 
Gross:  $27,540.00; 40% to Woodside Pta-$11.016.00.  Book Fair – approximately $3000 worth of 
books to Woodside library and $600 to Pta; spring Fundraiser – toucan Fun run approved 

•	 membership report: approximately 143 members; 42 out of 48 teachers, discussed $100 
stipends; Planning of membership drive in January

•	 message from dr. cobbs:  amazed and proud of all the students (approx. 90) that turned out 
during the first week for choir.  everyone is encouraged to attend the high school and Beyond 
at Jackson high on october 24, 6:30-8:00pm.  Way to go Kelly howell and shana Wolf of art 
docent, everett sd superintendent and assistant superintendent were greatly impressed with 
the teaching of the art class. Woodside is looking to implement an enrichment and maintenance 
program to increase standard improvements, starting with literacy.  this program is expected to 
begin in November. 

•	 date set for cleaning the shed: october 21st at 11am

•	 decided to continue using hotmail account instead of mail chimp until we grow larger.

•	 New business:  Pta and the law class complete, erika to take over yearbook, conferences coming 
up - Pta to provide small grab and go snacks.

•	 committee reports: harvest Bingo is on october 25th 6:30-8pm we are organizing and still need 
volunteers.  Beautification; thinking about new bark, skate night coming up November 18th- 
susan Warner to chair event. 

FROM YOUR  Woodside PTA 

ideas, questions, concerns?  
contact woodsidepta@hotmail.com

Pta News:  http://www.everettsd.org/Page/12246
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FROM YOUR  Woodside PTA 

Box top News
september Winner: tobin in mrs. Zech’s class won a toys-r-Us gift card.

We collected 1794 box tops in september—way to go, toucans!  We 
will be mailing off the box tops before November 1, so look for an 
update to our Goal status in december’s toucan Flyer!

Did you know that there are ways to earn box tops for 
Woodside besides clipping the coupons and sending them in?   

Click and Earn http://generalmills.promo.eprize.com/clickandearn  
General mills is offering extra Box tops for watching videos and 
answering survey questions.  this is an easy (and free!) way to earn 
more Box tops for Woodside.  simply log in (or register if you’re a new 
member), then select activities to earn eBoxtops.  Please remember, if 
you participate in this, print out your progress page and submit it (with 
your child’s name, teacher, and grade on it) so your child is entered in 
our monthly drawing!

BONUS Box Tops http://www.boxtops4education.com/earn/
bonus/default.aspx each month, you’ll find special promotions and 
sweepstakes where you can enter for a chance to win thousands of 
Bonus Box tops.  check back often for the latest bonus opportunities 
and remember to spread the word! the more people who enter, the 
greater your school’s chance of winning. 

MarketPlace Shopping http://www.boxtops4education.com/earn/
marketplace/default.aspx  launch the marketplace—online purchases 
must begin in the marketplace in order to be credited to the school, so 
please remember to start here when making a qualified purchase. 

NOTE: if you’ve been submitting electronically or earning Box tops 
through the marketplace, please  print out your total submissions 
for the month and send it via one of the above methods.  We want to 
make sure your child gets entered into the prize drawings!

Coupons/Offers/Recipes - PLUS more boxtops! http://www.
Growinglocallearning.com many local grocery stores are printing 
Box top codes on the back of their receipts for submission to schools.  
Please check your receipts carefully for these, and turn them in, or log 
them yourself on the site.

in addition, this site has extra coupons and box top offers, as well as 
recipes, available to peruse.  there’s even an iPhone app to make it easier 
to access all of this!  check the site often for details and changing offers.  

Jennifer Holling, Box Top Chair

labels for 
education®  
the labels for education 
program is a great way to get 
Free merchandise for our school.  
With your help, Woodside 
elementary can make this year 
the best ever!  Participating in 
the program is easy—simply 
save proofs of purchase from 
participating campbell products 
and send them to our school.  
some of the products eligible for 
redemption include:

campbell’s® soups

spaghettios® Pasta

campbell’s® beans, gravies, 
and canned pasta

Prego® italian sauces

swanson® broths and canned 
poultry

campbell’s® tomato juice

Pepperidge Farm® breads, 
cookies, crackers, and frozen 
products

campbell’s Foodservice 
products

Visit www.labelsforeducation.
com for a complete list of eli-
gible products and point values.  
help multiply our efforts by 
asking your friends and family 
to collect proofs of purchase on 
behalf of our school.  thanks so 
much for your support!

http://generalmills.promo.eprize.com/clickandearn
http://www.boxtops4education.com/earn/marketplace/Default.aspx
http://www.boxtops4education.com/earn/marketplace/Default.aspx
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FROM YOUR  Woodside PTA 

art docent Program
Woodside’s art docent Program is in full swing!  students have been 
busy being architects as well as artists.  our inspiration this month 
is Friedensreich hundertwasser, an austrian painter, architect and 
ecologist.  he is famous for his apartment house in Vienna, austria 
called the hundertwasserhaus.  

We want to thank Woodside Parent eva 
soukal.  eva wrote the art curriculum for our 
amazing art docent Program this year, developed and teaches our 
afternoon art class “art around the World” and has graciously given 
eVery Woodside student a year subscription to her art magazine, 
“artree”!!!  click here to download the issue  and you will be able 
to explore art with your kids at home!

Winter session will bring on “Brick 4 Kidz” and another session with artree. 

We would love to hear from you on what kind of art class your student 
would be interested in. Please take a moment to fill out this quick survey. 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/chFyXyt 

registration and program details will be posted the first week of 
december - please be on the look out for further communication on 
the winter session via Woodside’s Facebook page, Woodside’s website, 
and flyers.  if you have questions, comments, or suggestions please 
email jolenelarsen@yahoo.com.

Woodside afterschool activites
afterschool Programs are off to a 
great start.  our programs are geared 
to reach all grade levels.  currently in 
session are Art Around The World 
with artree.  We are lucky to have eva 
soukal, a Woodside Pta mother and 
talented artist create this curriculum 
and instruct our class.  of course we 
couldn’t do this with the help of two 
other Woodside Pta moms shana 
Wolf and michelle dick who are 
assisting with the class. 

Chess 4 Life is our other 
class currently happening.  
students are learning to set 
up a board, the names of the 
pawns, the way they move, 
and are learning how to 
play the game strategically.  
thank you to Woodside 
Pta mom, corrie Wilder, for 
coordinating the class.  

Masterpieces created by Woodside 
students
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WOODSIDE  Staff Spotlight 

Where did you go to school? 

First to Western Washington 
University to study spanish and 
Political science, and then to the 
University of Washington for my 
master’s in teaching degree. 

Tell us about your family…. 

i have a wonderful fiancée 
named tucker.  he is an engineer 
at a rocket engine company. We 
plan on getting married next 
summer.  my parents and brother 
all live in anacortes, which is 
where i grew up.  We love to play 
board games and explore the 
outdoors together!

What book(s) are you reading? 

i read every night before bed and 
i have ever since i was a little girl.  
right now i am reading Poser: 
My Life in 23 Yoga Poses by Claire 
Dederer. 

What are your favorite food, 
drink and treat? 

my favorite food is seafood - all 
kinds and all ways, from sushi 
to grilled salmon to calamari to 
canned sardines.  my favorite 
drink is water with a squeeze of 
lemon.  it’s so refreshing!  i also 
love hot ginger tea in the winter.  
my favorite treat is the darkest of 
dark chocolate! 

What are your hobbies? 

i love to do anything outdoors!  
my favorites are hiking, bik-
ing, running, gardening, skiing, 
and going to the beach.  i also 
love yoga, reading, arts and 
crafts, cooking, and of course… 
teaching!

What is your favorite sport 
team? 

Go sounders!!!

What type of music do you 
listen to? 

i love old stuff that i grew up 
listening to because of my par-
ents, like Bob dylan, Janis Joplin, 
cream, the Beatles.  i also ap-
preciate all of the local music our 
area has to offer. 

Do you have any pets?

i am getting a kitten soon! 

What is something unique 
about you that people may not 
know? 

a m a N d a  V i l l i o t t ,  2 n d  G r a d e  t e a c h e r

i was an extra in the Free Willy 
movie about the orca whale, 
filmed on Friday harbor in the 
1990s. you can see my Grandfa-
ther’s white hair from the back, 
and if you look closely you can 
see my brother and i.  it’s near 
the beginning of the movie. 

Do you have a favorite histori-
cal figure who inspires you?

ordinary people that do extraor-
dinary things for others inspire 
me the most!  my friend Nicole is 
one of my heroes. she spent two 
and a half years in Ghana teach-
ing english to prepare students 
for high school who might not 
have had an opportunity to go 
and starting a program that 
donates bikes to local citizens so 
they would have a reliable mode 
of transportation, among many 
other things.  Now she lives in 
indiana where she is going to 
school to study environmental 
policy while she works four jobs!  
she does all of these things with 
a smile on her face and has the 
kindest, most generous heart of 
anyone i have ever met.   

What advice would you give stu-
dents and parents at Woodside? 

i would tell kids and parents to 
have a healthy breakfast every 
morning to get their brains ready 
for the day, to find books they 
love and to read every night, and 
to play outside every day. 
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WOODSIDE  Staff Spotlight 

Where did you go to school?

i got my Bachelor’s degree in 
elementary education from ohio 
state, and then 20 years later, got 
my master’s degree in curricu-
lum and instruction from seattle 
Pacific University.

Tell us about your family…

Besides my mom and dad, i have 
two sisters and one brother, who 
is also my best friend. We all live 
in Washington state now, that’s 
why i moved up here from dallas. 
Family is everything! 

What book(s) are you reading?

i read for different reasons. the 
staff is doing a book study this 
year about how poverty affects 
the developing brain, and how 
schools can positively support stu-
dents coming from disadvantaged 
backgrounds. i read that during 
the daytime, because i need to 
concentrate on it carefully. i also 
often read right before bed, and 
that’s for lighter reading! i have a 
stack of biographies on the night-
stand that i’m working through.

What are your favorite food, 
drink and treat?

i have yet to bump into a seafood 
platter that i didn’t like. love 
crispy baked shrimp, or thick and 
creamy chowders, especially in 
our long, dark winter months. 
i’d have to put my mom’s freshly 
baked bread right up there with 
it, though! my favorite drink is 
boring – diet 7Up. Ginger ale 
runs a close second. treats? Pretty 
much anything that i don’t have 
to make myself. i hate cooking, 
so anything i don’t have to make, 
that’s a treat for me!

What are your hobbies?

When i was a kid, i had tyco 
trains that i adored. as i grew up, 
i sold or gave it all away as i lost 
interest. these days, i spend time 
on eBay trying to find everything 
back again! Kids, keep your toys! 
in 20 years you’ll want all your 
toys again! other hobbies i enjoy 
would be playing board or card 
games with family, going to the 
movies, and going on road trips.

What is your favorite sport 
team?

i should probably say the se-
ahawks, but the dallas cowboys 
are the ones i root for.

What type of music do you 
listen to?

as a child of the 1980s, pretty 
much anything from that de-
cade, or the 90s. i’m a little bit 
country, i’m a little bit rock ‘n roll.

t h e o d o r e  Va s e i ,  5 t h  G r a d e  te a c h e r Do you have any pets?

i have a cat named Boots who 
loves me very much, and a fish 
tank full of tropical fish who to-
tally ignore me, unless i’m feed-
ing them.

What is something unique 
about you that people may not 
know?

i’m a huge rollercoaster fan.  my 
brother and i travel all over the 
United states riding rollercoast-
ers in the summertime.

Do you have a favorite famous 
person who inspires you?

Famous people are fascinating 
for different reasons, but they 
don’t impress me much. the 
people i’m genuinely inspired by 
are everyday people that quietly 
live and deal with problems i 
can’t imagine ever facing. i know 
people who have lives a lot 
harder than mine, and the fact 
that they carry on with dignity, 
pride, and hope, that’s what 
inspires me.

What advice would you give stu-
dents and parents at Woodside?

school is really important, not 
just because of what you are 
learning, but because you’re 
learning good life habits, like 
meeting deadlines and how to 
work with people. i’d also say 
that’s it’s just as important to find 
time to develop yourself as a per-
son. turn off the video games, 
get outside, and go do things. 
Find your balance in life.
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WOODSIDE  Staff Spotlight 

Where did you go to school? 

i did my undergrad at the Univer-
sity of colorado, Boulder, where 
i received a Bachelors of music 
education (Go BUFFs)!  my mas-
ters in music was completed at 
colorado state University last fall.

Tell us about your family…. 

my husband is a pediatrician and 
is in his first year of residency at 
seattle children’s hospital.  We 
just moved to Wa from charles-
ton, sc, where he attended medi-
cal school.  Prior to living in south 
carolina, both my husband and 
i grew up in colorado where the 
rest of my family lives.  my mom 
is a retired 2nd grade teacher and 
my dad is a retired high school 
band director.  i was in my dad’s 
band program and he was a huge 
inspiration in my musical career.  i 
also always loved working in my 
mom’s elementary classroom. i 
have been putting up bulletin 
boards since i could use a stapler!

i also have an older sister who is 
a high school science teacher in 

North denver.  Needless to say… 
teaching runs in the family.

What book(s) are you reading?

i just finished the language of 
Flowers and am in the middle of 
the art of hearing heartbeats.  
thanks to a book club i joined 
in seattle this summer, i have 
been reading at least one book 
a month!

What are your favorite food, 
drink and treat? 

i loVe coffee, all italian food, 
and dark chocolate

What are your hobbies? 

i love running and really enjoy 
races!  i am signed up for the 
seattle half marathon in decem-
ber and completed my first full 
marathon last January in disney 
World.  i also love yoga and 
cooking!  trying new recipes is 
one of my favorite things to do!

What is your favorite sport team? 

i am not a huge sports fan, but 
always cheer for the Buffs; Go 
cU!!  my husband and i have 
always been band geeks, we are 
not much into sports!

What type of music do you 
listen to? 

i enjoy listening to all types of 
music, but i adore Broadway 
musicals!  some of my favorite 
artists are arcade Fire, the Killers, 
lana del rey, Jack Johnson, and 
Florence and the machine.   

t r i c i a  h i l l ,  m u s i c  t e a c h e r Do you have any pets?

i have two cats.  douglas is a 
3-year-old siamese and Wemb-
ley is a 3-year-old black maine 
coon mix.  For now they are our 
children.

What is something unique 
about you that people may not 
know? 

i love marching band!  i was in 
the color guard in high school 
and played clarinet in college 
marching band.  my husband 
and i actually met in high school 
marching band!

Do you have a historical figure 
who inspires you?

No one specific from history has 
inspired me.  i think much of my 
inspiration comes the people 
around me.  as i watch my col-
leagues, friends, and family mem-
bers become leaders, embrace 
challenge, overcome fear, and 
accept change, i am awed and 
motivated by their successes.  

What advice would you give stu-
dents and parents at Woodside? 

embrace the arts!  our future 
not only needs lawyers, doctors, 
scientists, and historians, but 
people who are creative!  discov-
er the wonder and joy in music 
every day as it frees our hearts 
and souls, allowing us to express 
ourselves in ways that words 
cannot.  

“Music gives a soul to the universe, 
wings to the mind, flight to the 
imagination, and life to everything.” 

-  P l a t o
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JUST ONE More Thing...

Mr. Lerner leads conga line at Harvest Bingo!

4th & 5th Grade Concert – “Drumming Up 
World Music”

“College Knowledge” Day!  Woodside 
staff wore college attire and shared with 
students what college has meant for their 
lives and careers. 

Getting ready For yearbooks!

Watch for the yearbook release Form 
coming home!  Please sign them and 
return them to school asaP!

also, we are looking for pictures taken 
by you for the yearbook.  Please email 
pictures to me at erika.ouderkirk@
gmail.com.  or, feel free to copy them 
to a disk or flash drive and drop them 
by the office.

thank you!

Erika Ouderkirk, Yearbook Chair


