[image: ]Dear Families,

As we approach the end of the school year, we celebrate the many and varied academic successes that our students have experienced this year. It has been a wonderful school year working with your child! As we begin to turn our attention to next year, I have chosen to make the move to 4th grade!  I would be very happy to have my current students move with me to 4th grade. In the educational world we call this "looping". 
 
Looping is the practice of advancing a teacher from one grade level to the next along with his or her class.  Research shows that looping has many advantages for students.  Numerous social and academic benefits accrue when a teacher stays with a group of students for more than one year:
 
· fewer student/teacher transitions
· teacher familiarity with student needs allowing for a more efficient start to the year and, allowing for more in depth knowledge about the students and their needs
· better knowledge of how students finished the year allowing for more in-depth study and understanding
· learning time increases as the students are already familiar with the teacher and routines during the second year
· an increased sense of stability & consistency for students
· opportunities for teachers to better individualize curriculum and instruction
· reduced apprehension about the new school year during the second year
· development of a sense of community in the classroom; greater support for children who look to school as a stabilizing influence in their lives
· increased student self-confidence
 
Despite the positive aspects of looping, our school realizes and values the different viewpoints of parents with respect to their child's educational program. We know that not all parents will want a looping situation for their child and will want a new and different classroom experience for their child next year. 

Please click on the link and to provide us with the information of your request. You will be asked to let us know if you would like your child to “loop” or if you would prefer your child be placed with a different teacher next year.
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=8I4VpoVPDUulmZJQl_d7PVpXZ-XEdVtEkqI-OmrInfNUQlhNRDVYOUxSUExNRUFKVDE0VldXUDdHUi4u

I am very excited to continue our learning journey together. It has truly been a pleasure working with all of you! 

Sincerely,

Mrs. Landis
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